
Welcome to
Brain Buster Trivia 

Challenge 2020



Rules & Notes
6 Rounds - 10 questions per round.
Questions will be on the screen and I will also read them.
Slides advance automatically after 45 seconds.
Your team will receive double points on your lowest-scoring category.
Use only your brains.  No accessories allowed.
There will be music playing during the rounds to mask your 
conversation.
Don’t read too much into the graphics.  They are mostly for your 
entertainment.



Progressive Question
A clue will be given between each round.
If you get the correct answer after the first round your team will receive 5 extra 
points.
After round 1: 5 points.
After round 2: 4 points.
After round 3: 3 points.
After round 4: 2 points.
After round 5: 1 point.
Write your answer on the special answer sheet and bring it to the scoring table.
More than one team can receive points.
There is no penalty for a wrong answer, and you can try again after the next 
round.





Round 1
SCIENCE



1. What was the name of the comet 
that appeared in 1997? 



2.  A mammal of an 
order whose 

members are born 
incompletely 

developed and are 
typically carried and 

suckled in a pouch on 
the mother's belly are 

called what? 



3.  On June 28, 
2009 Stephen 

Hawking held a 
party for 
whom?



4.  How 
many bytes 

are in a 
megabyte? 



5.  Brian May is an astrophysicist 
but is more famous for what? 



6. What is the most prevalent 
element in the universe?



7. This ‘law’ says that the number of 
transistors on a microchip doubles every two 

years, though the cost of computers is 
halved. This is known as what?  



8. Tornadoes 
are measured 
on the F scale. 
What does the 
F stand for? 



9. Saltwater 
freezes at 
what temp 

Fahrenheit? 



10. The change in frequency or 
wavelength of a wave in relation to an 
observer who is moving relative to the 

wave source is known as what? 



End of Round 1



Progressive Question Clue 1 – 5 Points

A-ha!



Round 1 Answers
1. The comet that appeared in 1997 was Hale-

Bopp.
2. The order of animals with the pouch are 

Marsupials.
3. Stephen Hawking held a party for time 

travelers.
4. There are 1 Million bytes in a megabyte 

(1,048,576).
5. Brian May plays lead guitar in Queen.



Round 1 Answers
6. The most prevalent element in the universe is 

Hydrogen.
7. Moor’s Law says power doubles and cost halves 

every 2 years.
8. Tornadoes are measured on the Fujita Scale.
9. Sea water freezes at 28.4F.
10. The change in frequency relative to the observer is 

known as the Doppler Effect of Shift.



Round 2

Women Making History



1.  What is the title of the 2019 
book by Hillary and Chelsea 

Clinton? 



2.  Who is this?



3.  Who is this?



4.  Who is this?



5. Who made history by becoming the first 
female gymnastics competitor to 

successfully complete a triple twisting 
double somersault on floor exercise? 



6. What 
post does 

Joan Gabel 
hold? 



7. Nadya 
Suleman 
became 

famous in 
2009.  What did 

the popular 
press call her? 



8. Name both of Minnesota’s
US Senators. 



9. This 15-year-old 
tennis phenom 
defeated Venus 

Williams in a 
stunning upset at 

the 2019 
Wimbledon. 



10. Mary Kay 
Ash started a 
company that 

sells products in 
what industry? 



End of Round 2



Progressive Question Clue 2 – 4 points

It could happen in 
sports, but we’re 

talking music



Round 2 Answers
1. Hillary and Chelsea’s book is titled 

Gutsy Women.
2. Susan B. Anthony.
3. Malala Yousafzai.
4. Greta Thurnberg.
5. The female gymnast is Simone Biles.



Round 2 Answers
6. Joan Gabel is President of the University of 

Minnesota.
7. Nadya Suleman was known as The Octomom.
8. Our US Senators are Tina Smith and Amy 

Klobuchar.
9. The 15yo tennis phenomenon is Cori Gauff.
10.Mary Kay Ash founded Mary Kay Cosmetics.



Round 3
Brands



1.  AT&T is an acronym 
for what?



2.  AARP is an Acronym 
for what?



3. Which 
company’s gas 
plant leak killed 
3800 and injured 

half a million 
people on 

December 2, 1984 
in Bhopal, India? 



4.  This 
company was 

involved in 
what industry?



5. According to “Pizza 
Today”, which chain sells the 

most pizza? 



6. Roy Allen and 
Frank Wright 

founded this chain 
of restaurants in 

Sacramento, 
California in 1919.  

We know it as 
what? 



7. In what decade was the 
microwave oven patented? 



8.  CBS 
is an 

acronym 
for 

what?



9.  What 
company does 

this logo 
represent?



10.  In what 
decade did 

Western Union 
send the last 

telegram?



End Of Round 3



Progressive Question - Clue 4

Dexys Midnight Runners, 
Norman Greenbaum, and 

The Knack are some 
examples



Round 3 Answers
1. AT&T: American Telephone and Telegraph.
2. AARP: American Association of Retired Persons.
3. Union Carbide’s gas plant killed thousands in 

India in 1984.
4. Red Owl was a grocery wholesaler and retailer.
5. Domino’s sells the most pizza.



Round 3 Answers
6. Roy Allen and Frank Wright founded A&W.
7. The microwave oven was patented in 1945.
8. CBS is the Columbia Broadcasting System.
9. The 5-Star logo represents Chrysler.
10.Western Union send the last telegram in 

July of 2013.



Round 4

What Is That?



1.  What is this?



2.  What is it?



3.  What is 
it?

a vertical 
indentation 

in the 
middle 

area of the 
upper lip



4. Rhubarb makes a fine dessert 
and is used for medicinal purposes.  

It is also a slang term for an 
argument in what sport? 



5.  That chunk 
of Minnesota 
that seems to 
be in Canada 

is called 
what?



6.  What is this part of a fountain pen called?



7.  What 
is this 

part of an 
anvil 

called?



8.  On what 
part of a 

microscope 
do you place 

the 
specimen?



9.  In the 
police ‘10 

Code,’ 
what is a 
10-20?



10. What is 
the thing 
at the end 

of a 
shoelace?



End Of Round 4



Progressive Clue 4 -2 Points

That Thing You Do is an 
example of this.  The story is 

told by Tom Hanks in the movie 
by the same name.



Round 4 Answers
1. The device used for crushing and mixing is a 

Mortar and Pestle.
2. The spear throwing device is an Atlatl.
3. The groovy thing on your face is your Philtrum.
4. A Rhubarb is slang for an argument in Baseball.
5. The chunk of Minnesota in Canada is the 

Northwest Angle.



Round 4 Answers
6. The end of a fountain pen is the Nib.
7. The anvil part is the Horn.
8. You place your specimen on the Stage of a 

microscope.
9. ‘What’s your 10-20?’ is asking for your location.
10.The thing at the end of your shoelace is the 

Aglet.



Round 5

Movies



1. “We’re gonna need a 
bigger boat.”



2. “Great Scott!”



3.  Which movie had the 
character of Miracle Max 

and the ROUS?



4.  “You had me at 
hello.”



5. The leader of the 
Autobots, Optimus 

Prime, is the ‘star’ of 
what movie series?



6. Ned Ryerson was a 
character in what Bill 

Murray movie? 



7. Haruo Nakajima played what 
character in 12 consecutive 

films from 1954 – 1972? 



8.  “Wax on.  Wax off.”



9. “Klaatu, Barada, Nikto.”



10.  “I see dead people.”



End of
Round 5



Progressive Question – Clue 5

An entity that achieves 
mainstream popularity for only 

one piece of work and becomes 
known among the general public 

solely for that momentary success 
is known as this.



Round 5 Answers
1. “We’re gonna need a bigger boat.”  Jaws
2. “Great Scott!”  Back To The Future
3. Miracle Max and the ROUS.  The Princess 

Bride
4. “You had me at hello.”  Jerry Maguire
5. The leader of the Autobots, Optimus Prime 

is the ‘star’ of Transformers.



Round 5 Answers
6. Ned Ryerson was a character in Ground 

Hog Day.
7. Haruo Nakajima played Godzilla.
8. “Wax on.  Wax off.” Karate Kid.
9. “Klattu, Barada Nikto.” The Day The Earth 

Stood Still.
10.“I see dead people.” The Sixth Sense.



Round 6
Miscellaneous



1.  How Many ZIP Codes 
Are There?



2.  Who is the 
current US 

Secretary of 
State?



3.  What do we call the first 10 
amendments to the US 

Constitution?



4.  What was 
the first 
‘Gate’ 

scandal?



5. San Marino is a 
European 
country 

surrounded by 
another country.  

Name the 
country. 



6.   What is the term for a 
country which is surrounded by 

another country?



7. What are 
the 

ingredients in 
an ‘Arnold 
Palmer” 
drink? 



8.  Who is/was 
the only US 
President to 

hold a US 
Patent?



9. In the song, “I’m a Woman”, 
written by Jerry Leiber and Mike 

Stoller, she “can make a dress out 
of a feed bag...”  What is the next 

line?  What else can she do?



10.  What country did Iraq 
invade on August 2, 1990?



End of Round 6



Progressive Question Answer

‘One Hit Wonder’



Round 6 Answers
1. There are 42,000 ZIP Codes
2. Mike Pompeo is the Secretary of State
3. The first 10 amendments to the constitution 

are The Bill of Rights.
4. The first ‘gate’ scandal was Watergate.
5. San Marino is surrounded by Italy



Round 6 Answers
6. San Mateo is an example of an Enclave.
7. Iced Tea and Lemonade make up an Arnold 

Palmer.
8. The only president to hold a patent is Lincoln.
9. “I can make a dress out of a feed bag and I can 

make a man otta you.”
10.Iraq invaded Kuwait.
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